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Who or What is ICPSR?
• www.icpsr.umich.edu
• One of the world’s oldest and largest data 

archives for the social and behavioral 
sciences

• Founded in 1962
• 18,000 “studies” (one or more dataset)
• 6,120,000 variables
• 106,100 data-related publications
• 815 member institutions
• Curated collection and OpenICPSR.org

• Summer Program in Quantitative Methods 
of Social Research
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http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sumprog/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/


Data Collection Resources



Getting Funding 

• Identify gaps in literature and/or view data used to study a given topic via 
ICPSR Bibliography of Data-Related Publications

• Create data management plan 
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/citations/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/datamanagement/dmp/index.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/datamanagement/dmp/index.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/citations/


Resources for Data Collection

• Example informed consent 
language that allows sharing

• Social Science Variables Database 
(question bank)
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/datamanagement/confidentiality/conf-language.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/datamanagement/confidentiality/conf-language.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/ssvd/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/ssvd/


Question Bank (SSVD)
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/ssvd/


Data Handling

• “Best practices” guide 
• What information to keep
• How to structure the file, 

name variables, etc. 

• Also includes information for 
data management plan

• Applicable even if not 
depositing with ICPSR
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/deposit/guide/


Data Sharing and Acquisitions



This is how data centers contribute to 
education research in Pursuit of Truth. 

9



Fears/Barriers:
• Takes time/effort researcher does not have
• Worried about protecting research participants
• IRB won’t allow sharing
• People might misuse the data
• Fear of being scooped
• Too much work, too little reward
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Ideas about sharing



Showing Impact
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/36873
https://pcms.icpsr.umich.edu/pcms/reports/studies/36873/utilization
https://pcms.icpsr.umich.edu/pcms/reports/studies/36873/utilization
https://pcms.icpsr.umich.edu/pcms/reports/studies/36873/utilization


Restricted Data at ICPSR

• All studies receive disclosure risk 
• Data may be restricted due to increased potential for reidentification, 

sensitive topics, or both
• Requires an application process 

• Description of proposed project, why restricted data are needed
• Data security plan
• Institutional Restricted Data Use Agreement (RDUA)

• Dissemination via secure download, virtual data enclave, or physical data 
enclave
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Data for Secondary Analysis
(ICPSR’s Bread & Butter)



Why Use Secondary Data?

• Primary data collection is resource intensive
• Good chance someone has already collected data
• Existing data often provide larger, more representative 

samples, oversampling of small subpopulations, more 
questions

• Good stewardship of respondents’ participation, funders’ 
money

• Get to the fun part of the work sooner!
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What Can I Get at ICPSR? 

• Social and behavioral sciences, broadly defined
• Data about individuals (early childhood through elderly), institutions, 

and even horses
• Time periods from ancient history (1194-1294) to the present
• Many disciplines covered

• Survey and other raw data types 
• Documentation to help understand the data
• Data easily downloadable into Excel/statistical packages
• Publications based on the data
• Public and restricted-use data
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/4364
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/1238


Popular Data

• National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent to Adult Health (Add Health)
• India Human Development Survey (IHDS)
• Midlife in the United States (MIDUS)
• Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Study
• Survey of Prison Inmates
• Monitoring the Future: A Continuing Study of American Youth
• National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH)
• National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS)
• American National Election Study (ANES)
• Law Enforcement Management and Administrative Statistics (LEMAS)
• National Social Life, Health, and Aging Project (NSHAP)
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/21600
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/507
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/203
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/37348
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/70
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/35
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/36361
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/128
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/3
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/36164
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/706


What You Typically Won’t Find

• Quick answers to “Google-type” questions
• Summary charts/tables of data
• Identifiable information about individuals or organizations
• Pure genetics, physics, engineering, or other natural science data
• Data to use in GIS or other mapping packages
• Data types we are incorporating:

• Images
• Qualitative data (e.g., unstructured interviews, diaries, videos, other text-based 

data)
• Social media data
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Data vs. Statistics
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• Statistics
• Numbers (e.g., percentages) you find in written documents or graphics and 

tables that accompany the reports
• Tell you what is in the data by summarizing patterns and doing calculations
• Are easily “digestible” and tell a story

• Data
• The underlying information on which those summaries are based
• Typically come from surveys, administrative records, transactions, or other 

sources 
• Requires some work to use
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Statistics

Data



ICPSR Does Data So YOU Can Do Statistics!
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Thematic Collections

• Best if you have 
interest in a 
broad topic

• Searches within a 
collection only 
return results 
from that 
collection (may 
want to back out 
to ICPSR search)
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Collections by Topic
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• Children/Education 
• Child and Family Data Archive
• Civic Learning, Engagement and Action Data Sharing
• Education Research Data Sharing Initiative
• Measures of Effective Teaching
• PEERS Data Hub

• Community 
• Nat’l Archive of Data on Arts and Culture
• Open Data Flint

• Criminal Justice 
• Nat’l Archive of Criminal Justice Data
• Firearm Safety Among Children and Teens

• Demography
• Nat’l Archive of Computerized Data on Aging
• Data Sharing for Demographic Research
• Millennium Challenge Corporation
• Resource Center for Minority Data
• US Census Data Repository
• ResearchDataGov

• Health/Wellness
• Archive of Data on Disability to Enable Policy
• Covid-19 Data Repository
• Health and Medical Care Archive
• Nat’l Addiction and HIV Data Archive Program
• Patient-Centered Outcomes Data Repository
• Social, Behavioral, & Economic COVID Coordinating Center

https://www.childandfamilydataarchive.org/cfda/pages/cfda/index.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/civicleads/index.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/AERA/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/METLDB/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/peersdatahub/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/NADAC/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/ICPSR/flint.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/NACJD/index.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/facts/index.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/NACDA/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/DSDR/index.html
https://mcc.icpsr.umich.edu/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/RCMD/
https://census.icpsr.umich.edu/census/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/appfed/index.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/addep/index.html
https://www.openicpsr.org/openicpsr/covid19
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/HMCA/index.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/NAHDAP/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/pcodr/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sbeccc/


Summer Program & Connecting 
with ICPSR



Summer Program in Quantitative Methods of Social Research
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• Three-week courses and short workshops
• Methods-related
• Substantive

• Networking
• Blalock Lectures
• Scholarship opportunities
• YouTube channel

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sumprog/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sumprog/scholarships/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgQWgr9Np3SKx54T_0hbo-Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgQWgr9Np3SKx54T_0hbo-Q


Other Ways to Connect

• YouTube channel full of goodies
• ICPSR 101 – short videos about a 

variety of topics

• Data Brunch podcast
• Other social media

• Facebook
• Twitter
• Instagram
• LinkedIn
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https://www.youtube.com/user/icpsrweb
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqC9lrhW1VvZo0M_DE5PrKm2jgmXn_7OY
https://myumi.ch/ICPSRDataBrunch
https://www.facebook.com/pages/ICPSR/43191688396
https://www.twitter.com/#!/icpsr
https://www.instagram.com/theicpsr/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ICPSR
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqC9lrhW1VvZo0M_DE5PrKm2jgmXn_7OY
https://myumi.ch/ICPSRDataBrunch


Phone: 734-647-2200

Website: www.icpsr.umich.edu

Email: icpsr-help@umich.edu

Presenter Contact Info: Amber Bryant, 

amberum@umich.edu – happy to 

set up video call as well!

Thank You!

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
mailto:icpsr-help@umich.edu
mailto:amberum@umich.edu
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